nadrive to collect 5,000 books
for a school lib in Mozambique, Africa. “I tend to
think big,” hesaid. The service project will help Nathan
earn his Eagle Scout Award. He has already earned 25
merit badges and attended this year’s Boy Scouts of
‘America National Jamboree in Washington, D.C. “I'm
hoping to attend a World Jamboree sometime,” said
Nathan, 13. (Photo by Bob Vlach)

Boy Scout needs book
donations for school
library in Africa

By BoB VLACH
WoOoDFORD SUN STAFF

NATHAN VICK has begu

Nathan Vick, who started reading when he was 3, cannot
imagine his life without books and libraries. He especially
enjoys reading about significant historical events like World
War I1, and how one person can change history.

So when a friend’s mom, Susan D’Souza, told Nathan about
the desperate need for English-language books to fill a school
li being started in Mozambique, Africa, the 13-year-old
Boy Scout began a drive to collect 5,000 donated books.

“It was pretty much natural that I should choose this as my
(Eagle Scout) project,” said Nathan, who earned his merit badge
for reading by volunteering at the Woodford County Library.

Nathan's Eagle Scout project supports an effort to open a
* high-caliber school for children in Mozambique, according to
. D'Souza. She said the new school will serve American students

whose families are doing missionary work, children whose
' families are from other countries and Mozambique children.
i The new private school will serve 400 to 500 students withina
; few years, according to DSouza. She said the school that it will

‘ See SCOUT, p. 10

SCOUT ayounhg generehion in Mozam-

bigue as they try to strengthen
Continued from p. 1 their country’s economy by
-mzmvmg trude relations,
'Stz said.

: * have to speak
lish," she said. “othan:ilf;
they're shut out™ of the re.
gional and global cconomic
commumities, -

“When we were in Mo-

lace only serves a handiul
ol Amegican students whose
purents arc doing missionary
work in Mozambique.

“In order :;u?a accredi-
lation, they W have o
hbrary,” D'Souza said,

- Andrew Cunningham, a
Zimbabwean farmer who
moved 1o Mozambique afler
civil unrest in his country, bas
been supported inhis effurtsto
start the new school by
New Tribes Mission, Lggs for
Africa and New Horizons,

“The aim is for (1his new
school ) to be atopetier school,”
said D'Souza. “So that when
(these students) graduate ...
they’ll be ahble 1o be acoepted
to any major educitional insti-
tution whether it’s Oxford or
Harvard.,."

Mozambique has come a
long way since [)'Souza and
her family traveled to the
former Portuguese colony on,

D'Suuu."lhclocmimhld
like ten publications dIQ‘
were all government hooks,

Library patrons could nol
check out the boaoks, which
were arranged on a single
et "R

~ Plans to retum 16 Mozam-
bique on another mission
irip led D'Souza w0

to Nathan that he

on cffort to collect donated
books for the new school's
library as his E Scout

Eﬂ' &M'y- Wm
oo children -~ both avid
readers — to have ‘u‘coessto a
larger sclection of Lnglish-

! bhooks w‘lnnw&?y

rambigue ten years ago.” said

there nyi?g to teach dﬁ?T\“
another lang English)
uiﬁmanymmrh@

“It’s everybody’s kids (in
Mozambique) who don't
have books to read,” said
D’Soura

Anvone wanting Lo support
Nathan'’s goal of collecting
S,OOObmh:\:'y da\::bw
or money o pp
costs during the Woodtord
County Farmers Market on
Saturday, Aug. 7, frorm 9a.m. 10
I p.m., ar the courthonse s uare
on Main Street. The book titles
needed for the school’s bibrary
and addstional informationcan
he nccessed on Nathon's Lagle
Project Web sile: hibrary foruf-
rica.com

“T awcept used (books) as
St

are

ge‘l:tnd. but I'll take paper-
wo.” |
Thinking bi

Doug and Thinetn Vick

overcame initial hen-

sionsand irson’s

projcctho:o_cm um!gt

stood how important 1t was

Nathan to earn un Fagle Scout

Award as hos fiather did. “And

it wasn 't surprising to me that

becuuse
" said

“Soilthat’s what he wanted
10 do then we would see a way
w help him do it.”

The International Book

a mission irip a decade ago. A
civil war ture the country apart,
but its prople are working real.
Iv haard “1o rebuild themsclves
asanaton,” said Tamarin Vick,
Nathan's mom.

: l.eam‘ﬁ to speak English
will provide n eritical link for

10 Afric, But eyen PToject has agreed to provide
after her decided they U lange container 1o ship Na-
b satly ol “D*Souza thm’sboobhutﬁ‘:lm
continued 1o urge Nathanto go . A0 statfers at the

forweard wilh the projoct. She COURtY Library gave him
understood the preat need for I{onmation about cataloging
books in Mo trom and processing books for his
her experiences as an educator  Project. |




